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Reflect, Refine, and Renew: Mapping Supports New Learning
[bookmark: _GoBack]As you work in teams to integrate your magnet theme into your curriculum maps, you will begin to see changes in learning—changes for both teachers and students. Students benefit from your thoughtful approach to making relevant curricular connections to the real world, which may now be happening in the classroom and outside the school walls. Teachers benefit from working in a community of practice, which is nurtured by magnet program leaders and by the team-based process outlined in this course. Your collective expertise, combined with the theoretical and practical knowledge of your magnet partners, results in new ideas and new approaches to your practice. 
Use this guide to help you consider and capture what you learn during the curriculum mapping process. Take some time to reflect individually and as a team on the theme integration work you have done. Think about how you have changed your curriculum; gauge your progress and think about how you might take your next steps forward. Now that you can begin to see results from your investment in curriculum mapping and theme integration, plan to keep the process alive through regular conversations. Review and refine your maps so they continue to reflect your growth as educators and to inspire new and interesting learning challenges for students. 
Tools and resources you may want to bring to this process include the following:
Previous versions of curriculum maps
Current curriculum maps
Student work
Student achievement data
As you move ahead, be sure to capture what you have done. An important element of a strong community of practice is sharing your accomplishments to improve everyone’s practice. Make your tools, lessons learned, and group processes available to teachers who are new to the school, to the staffs of other magnet schools in your program, and to the wider magnet community.
1. Examine your team’s current curriculum map beside an earlier curriculum map. 
	Reflect
	Refine

	What have been some significant theme-based changes made to the curriculum?
	Identify one specific area in the curriculum that your team is interested in improving. What steps will you take?


	How has this change impacted theme-based classroom instruction?
	Explore how this change can be replicated in other units, subjects, or grades.

	How has collaborating with colleagues or partners had an impact on theme integration? 
How has collaborating with colleagues or partners had an impact on your knowledge and practice?
	Explore other opportunities for collaboration.


2. Examine student work from the lessons/units that reflect any new theme integration changes
	Reflect
	Refine

	What types of student performance changes have you observed in your classes?
	Explore how this change can be replicated in other units, subjects or grades.

	What do you need to focus your instruction on so that students get additional support and practice in a particular skill or content?
	Update your curriculum map to reflect changes you’d like to make.

	How has a cross-curricular lesson or unit had a positive impact on student work? 
	Examine which subject or grades lend themselves most to cross-curricular instruction. How can other subjects or grades be integrated?

	In which specific skills or content do you notice that your students need additional support?
	Update your curriculum map to reflect changes you’d like to make.

	What are the next steps in your work?
	Identify specific steps and the timeline for completion.


This section is relevant for looking at and understanding long-term changes.
3. Examine end-of-year student data for understanding big picture progress
	Reflect
	Refine

	At an end-of-year meeting or summer institute, examine student achievement data (e.g., state test scores, district benchmark tests). Quantify the numbers and percentages of students who showed improvement in specific skills, and do the same for students who need additional support. 
With what specific skills or content did your students show improvement?
	Identify if there’s a need to adjust instruction at all in this area for next year.
Share this information with teachers of the next grade level.

	In which specific skills or content do your students need additional support?
	Identify how you will adjust your instruction of these skills and/or content for next year.
Share this information with teachers of the next grade level.

	With whom can you collaborate to deepen your knowledge of theme-related content or to develop new curriculum?
	Make a plan to reach out to someone who can deepen your learning and teaching.

	Find out how student attendance rates or enrollment may have changed over the course of the year(s).
To what do you attribute these changes?
	Share this information with the community.



This tool comes from Mapping the Magnet Theme Into the Curriculum, a course that was created for grantees of the Magnet Schools Assistance Program (MSAP). For more information, visit http://msapcenter.com. This document is offered as a suggested tool and can be modified to best serve the needs of the individual program or school. 
Funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Contract Number: ED-OII-10-C-0079
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