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Primer on Integrated Curriculum Design
This overview is intended as a supplement for creating shared knowledge on integrated curriculum design among the Facilitation Team members. 
Integrated Curriculum: A Synthesis of Findings
A critical aspect of many magnet programs is an integrated curriculum, which can provide a rich and meaningful learning experience for students and an opportunity for staff to deliver innovative and rigorous instruction. Integrating the curriculum in such a way requires the support of and buy-in from staff and administrators and, perhaps most important, a team of informed and knowledgeable staff to lead the way. This is one of the key roles of the Facilitation Team.
An integrated curriculum can take many shapes and forms; however, curriculum integration research has established a number of common features,[footnoteRef:1] including these: [1:  Lake, K. (1994). Integrated curriculum. School Improvement Research Series. Portland, OR: NWREL. ] 

A combination of subjects
An emphasis on projects
Sources that go beyond textbooks
Relationships among concepts
Thematic units as organizing principles
Flexible schedules
Flexible student groupings
Fully integrating the curriculum is a long-term commitment with a number of phases, and the rewards repay this effort. Without the proper training, support, and oversight, integration can be superficial and fragmented, existing in name only. The curriculum integration process needs to focus on the outcome—high-quality, rigorous instruction.
Curricular Integration Models
One of the first tasks for school leaders may be to decide on the curricular integration model that is right for the program and its intended goals. For example, a high school might select the threaded integration model because it requires less collaboration among teachers. An elementary school might select the integrated model because the same teacher has the students all day and can weave the theme throughout instruction. Shared or sequenced models may be good starting points for a school that is new to theme integration.
The following definitions of common curricular models are excerpted from “A Guide to Curricular Integration” by Robert Morris.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Excerpted, with permission, from “A Guide to Curricular Integration,” by R. C. Morris, Summer 2003, Kappa Delta Pi Record, 39(4), 164–167. Copyright [2003] by Kappa Delta Pi, International Honor Society in Education. Available at http://educationorthwest.org/webfm_send/528. ] 

The connected integration model does not integrate various subjects, but focuses on integrating skills or concepts within a subject. For example, a science teacher can relate a geology unit to an astronomy unit by emphasizing that each has an evolutionary nature (Fogarty 1991). 
The nested integration model focuses on natural combinations. For instance, a lesson on the circulatory system can integrate the concept of systems as well as demonstrate “cause and effect” on specific understandings of the circulatory system (Fogarty 1991). 
In the sequenced model, units are taught separately, but are designed to provide a broad framework for related concepts. For example, while reading A Taste of Blackberries (Smith 1992), a parallel lesson on bees could be taught in science. 
The shared model looks for overlapping concepts and involves coordinated planning between two teachers of different subjects. A literature teacher and a history teacher, for example, may team up to teach an historical perspective of the concepts of segregation and desegregation by reading Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (Taylor 2001). 
The webbed model generally uses a theme to connect all subject areas. If the theme were Christmas, for instance, literature classes might read A Christmas Carol (Dickens 1843). In math, students could calculate the costs of their Christmas lists. Social studies classes might research Christmas in other countries. In language arts, students could write about their favorite Christmas. In science, lessons could focus on weather or flying machines. 
The threaded model “threads” thinking, social, or study skills to connect learning across the curriculum. For example, sequencing is a skill taught primarily in reading, but can be threaded into the other subjects. In social studies, students could order the voyages of Christopher Columbus and the events leading up to them. In math, patterns of numbers could be explored. In science, the steps of succession of a dying or dead forest could be explored. And in health, students could study the steps in digesting food. 
The integrated model blends the four major disciplines by finding concepts or skills that overlap. The most popular example of this model is the whole-language approach that is now being implemented in many elementary schools. This method blends the skills of reading, writing, speaking, and listening using literature as a theme. 
The immersed model advocates that integration take place within the learner with little or no outside help. For example, a student who has a love for horses reads about horses, writes about them, draws pictures of them, and longs to learn more about them and to become a horse trainer or veterinarian. 
The networked model allows for exploration, experimentation, and participation. A student’s fascination with the solar system and space travel, for instance, directs his or her reading choices or television viewing. Teachers or family members cognizant of this child’s interest encourage him or her by allowing the student to go to space camp.
This tool comes from Mapping the Magnet Theme Into the Curriculum a course that was created for grantees of the Magnet Schools Assistance Program (MSAP). For more information, visit http://msapcenter.com. This document is offered as a suggested tool and can be modified to best serve the needs of the individual program or school. 
Funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Contract Number: ED-OII-10-C-0079
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