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[bookmark: _GoBack]Theme integration will look different at each site, even within a single site, depending on the pedagogical approaches teachers choose to use. While teams are mapping the curriculum, they may appreciate having a discussion of various pedagogical approaches as a reminder of the possibilities. This tool provides clear examples of possible pedagogical approaches with integrated theme. Try having a discussion about approaches—trying something new can spark interest among teachers and students alike. 
[bookmark: _Toc219449784]Table 1: Pedagogical Approaches and Theme Integration
	Approach
	Examples

	Cross-disciplinary teaching of theme 
Two or more content area teachers, who teach common students, focus on the same theme-related topic during the same time.
	Example A: At a magnet site with an environmental studies theme, 5th grade students are studying water: its traits, its forms, and its impact on the planet. Students study the water cycle and acid rain in science, learn to draw reflective surfaces and water in art, and practice persuasive writing in a letter to a congressperson on local water pollution issues in English language arts.
Example B: At a visual and performing arts magnet where instruction is tightly coordinated, the 6th-grade topic of early Mesopotamian and Egyptian civilization is incorporated into social studies, math, art, and English language arts. Students transform the school exhibition hall with their projects from various classes—pyramids and sarcophagi demonstrate knowledge of architecture and art; “builders’ handbooks” show area, surface area, and volume of pyramids and sarcophagi; display boards show relationship between the Code of Hammurabi and way of living among early civilizations to demonstrate knowledge of text purpose, headers, captions, and source material references.

	Team Teaching
Two or more teachers combine their individual content areas, or courses, into a single course.
	Example: At a STEM magnet, the engineering teacher and mathematics teachers share the same students over two consecutive class periods, so they have freedom to split the time in whatever way best fits the instructional goals for the day. When studying bridges, students conduct online research on well-known bridges and their engineering features. Students draft an arch bridge to demonstrate application of the arc formula, explore and understand appropriate building material, and build a miniature model of a bridge that can bear weight.

	Project-based learning 
Students use an inquiry-based approach to answer an authentic question, often working in groups. In response to student-designed questions, teachers propose project tasks that challenge students to investigate, organize, and present solutions to complex questions.
	Example: High school students in a nutrition class wondered how to encourage healthier eating among students. First, they polled their peers. Then they contacted local grocery stores, which led to contacting farms in nearby counties and learning that there was interest in promoting the farms’ produce at the school. Students met with the district nutritionist, talked to farm owners about costs and delivery, and presented their proposal to the school administration. The students received approval and wrote a grant to fund a “fruit of the month” campaign for the school, which enabled free fruit for all students and staff for one year.

	Teacher externships and student internships
In an externship, teachers spend 1–2 weeks at an institution, company, or organization where they shadow, observe, or volunteer to gain knowledge. In an internship, students have a long-term arrangement (e.g., semester, year) in which they gain workplace experience by volunteering or interning off campus
	Example: Teachers at a health sciences magnet school can apply for a 2-week externship at a partnering medical center. By observing procedures and shadowing physicians, lab technicians, and researchers in an authentic setting, they gain firsthand experience and knowledge they can use in curriculum development. 
Example: High school juniors and seniors at a STEM school may intern at a partnering utilities company once a week for a semester to learn about workplace culture and expectations.

	College coursework 
Through a partnership between a magnet site, school or district, and a local college, students attend selected courses for free, earning college credits.
	Example: Seniors at an early college magnet high school take foreign language courses through their school’s partnership with a local liberal arts college and earn high school and college credits.


Questions for discussion:
What are some examples of these pedagogical approaches currently in practice at your site? What do they look like? 
Imagine one of these pedagogical approaches incorporated into just one unit of your curriculum as a starting point. With whom would you need to collaborate to prepare for this? 
Who can be a content resource—a theme-related teacher, an industry expert, a colleague—for brainstorming new ideas? 
Some collaborative ways to generate new ideas:
Observe how the theme is integrated into instruction in other classrooms or at other magnet sites for cross-pollination of ideas.
Plan and learn with industry experts or professors/instructors from higher education to inform development of overarching questions or new curricula.
Cultivate relationships with existing external partners in the community. 
Exchange findings on the Magnet Connector, and with the program-level learning community, about how other magnet schools or teachers integrate their themes into a particular topic or unit of instruction.
Invite guest speakers to discuss resources, updates, ideas, or applications in the theme-related field.
Meet with science, literacy, or math coaches, especially if they are from a different content area than that of the team.
This tool comes from Mapping the Magnet Theme Into the Curriculum, a course that was created for grantees of the Magnet Schools Assistance Program (MSAP). For more information, visit http://msapcenter.com. This document is offered as a suggested tool and can be modified to best serve the needs of the individual program or school. 
Funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Contract Number: ED-OII-10-C-0079
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